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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims are set forth below. Cancelled and withdrawn claims are 
indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed below show added text with 
undrtlnma and deleted text with s^ketr^h. The status of each claim is indicated with one of 
(currently amended), (currently amended), (previously presented), (cancelled), (withdrawn), 
(new), (previously added), (reinstated - formerly claim #), (previously reinstated), (re-presented - 
formerly dependent claim #) or, (previously re-presented). 

Please AMEND the claims in accordance with the following: 

1 . (currently amended) A communication^rieihpiffieafls-notification method for use 
in a communications system selectively employing different application-layer communication 
mea^methods^installed in userinformation terminals on a network, for users to communicate 
with one nnnthrr — «~ ^ * thP npfw0rk '° "PP""**" la V er bv the 

different methods, the method_comprising: 

(,Q u-rr rrlntinmllyf-r — h — , * ^ tvn^ of the application-layer 

communication mea« S -m^hods.operable^y. w-users' information terminals; 

W receiving a destination-user designation from a source user requesting 

communication; 

^ b ased on th« stored type* «f application -'™*'- communication methods. 

infu.uulionrtnmrl in (n), generating a list describing only applicalion-laver c ommunication 
^-^^thnrt* that are each operable at both the destination user's information terminal and 

the source user's information terminal; and 

0j reporting the list to the source user before communication begins and allpwinq 

wm user to ^ fmm the list » « vr» « »nnlic a tion.la V Pr communication method which 
is operable hv both users . 

2 (currently amended) A rjommunication-meihoirteai^otification system for use 
in a communications system selectively employing different application-layer communication 
m ^nethods i nstalled In usgt-information terminals on a network for users to communicate 
with one -mnttr- — - — *™*°° rt lavgr * ihft nfitw0 *' s a PP"^ ti ^ ^ b v * e 
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Hiffemnt methods , the system comprising: 

a first table usor rolationally storing for each user types of thR application-layer 
communication meafls^Deti^operabl^^users' information terminals; 

an administration ffleafls^ujtfreceiving operable communication ff»eai»method§ 
settings from users and storing the settings in said first table; 

a designation meafiS^DiLreceiving destination-user designations from source users 

requesting communication; 

an acquisition mea«s4e^acquiring from said first table communication meaps-tffies 
nf methods that are o perable at both source users' information terminals and destination users- 
information terminals; 

a generation me»*s49Hjnjt.generating a list, based o n i nformation acquired by said 
^nr fhm quired tvp »« flf »nnn m fon-tavpr communication methods, MM 
describing anniication-laver communication fflearejnethoris that are each.actually usable 
by both source users and destination users; and 

a notification weafts^unttreporting the generated list to source users before 

communication begins. 

3. (currently amended) The communicationHflea^method_notification system set 

forth in claim 2, further comprising: 

for each user, a second table fewtoring rolationa l ly to usoru an d p redetermined user 
statuses ^communication mea^methods.actually usable4fl-j2iLthe user statuses; and 

a prioritizing mea«s4ei^receiving settings on the actually usable communication 
ffl eafi S -meihods_in the predetermined user statuses and storing the settings in said second 
table; wherein 

said first table together stores user statuses In addition to communication 

Fncsns msthods , and 

said administration means receives settings on new user status and writes actually 
usable communication meare-methodsjn the new user status into said first table in accordance 

with said second table settings. 

4. (currently amended) The communication-mea^^ system set 

forth in claim 2, further comprising: 
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for each user, a second table storing .U utionolly to u -or n^ser statuses of 
communication m e a*^iiethp^ a ctually usable^J^redeterrnined user statuses, and pnonty 
levels for the rommunlcation-fHeaf»,methods; and 

a prioritizing meaas^iniLreceiving settings on the actually usable communication 
fflea^methods in the predetermined user statuses, and the priority level settings for the actually 
usable communicatiorH^sjriettiods. and storing the settings in said second table; wherein 

said first table together stores communication mea^rnethiripriority level and user 
status in addition to communication means, 

said administration means receives settings on new user status and writes actually 
usable communication H^ims&odsjn the new user status, and communication mea** 
methods P riority level, into said first table in accordance with said second table settings, 
said acquisition mea^milacquires from said first table communication means 
methods actually usable by both a source user's information terminal and a destination user's 
information terminal and the priority level of the actually usable communication-meafts methods, 
and 

said generation mea w^JQitflenerates said list based on the priority level of tfce-_a 
communication meafiSinethogLactuany usable by both the source user and the destination user. 

5. (currently amended) The oommunication-mea^mejhod.notification system set 
forth in claim 4. wherein said generation ***** prearranges .the communication means 
methods i n accordance with source user priority level. • 

6. (currently amended) The TOmmunication-mea^HM^notification system set 
forth in claim 4. wherein said generation meafls-jniLrearranges communication mea^methodg 
in accordance with destination user priority level. 

7 (currently amended) The communication-^neafls^ne^ system set 

forth in claim 2, wherein said designation mea^ji^receives designations using identification 
information designating operable communication mea^methodj.at destination users' 
information terminals. 
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8. (currently amended) The communicatjon-ffieaf^meibod.notification system set 

forth in claim 2, wherein 

said designation means- unit is enabled to receive a destination-user's designation 
according to identification information specifying operable communication meafl&4Mthods.at 
destination users' information terminals; and 

rf a communication means-mej^corresponding to the identification information is 
usable by both a destination user and a soured user, said generation me^jjnitdescribes that 
communication fflea^metho_d_at the head of the list 

9. (currently amended) The c»mmunication-mea«wnethod_notification system set 
forth in claim 2, wherein said designation mea^jjnitis enabled to receive a destination user's 
designation according to identification information specifying operable communication meaas 
methods a t destination users' information terminals, further comprising 

a starting weafls^jniLstarting, if a communication R^^Dethod_corresponding to 
the identification information is usable by both a destination user and a source user, 
communication according to that c»mmunicatiorHHeaF»jiTethod. 

10. (currently amended) The rcmmunicationn^esRSHT^^ system set 
forth in claim 2, wherein said communication meafls^neapd.is a game application wherein a 
plurality of users can participate on a network. 

1 1 . (currently amended) A computer-readable recording medium whereon is recorded 
a communiwtion-f«ea«e-meihoglnotification program for use in information terminals wherein 
are installed c ommunication meafis^riethods.selectively employed by users for communicating 

with one innThr r nr— — **" s ° ort at tnft networV ' s a ^'^ tion layer by ^ 
Hiffemntmethods^ s^netefed, and for use in information terminals able to communicate with said 
information terminals; said communication meansWiolnotification program recorded on the 
computer-readable recording medium for executin g I I. l fo ll owing gl fp - a process, the process 
rnmpriaina: 

^ preparing a first table wor rolationoi l y s toring for each user types of the 

Ration-layer communication mea^ethods operable^J^users' information terminals; 
& receiving operable communication meaftS^riethpds_settings from users and 
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storing the settings in said first table; 

G, receiving destination-user designations from source users requesting 

communication; 

acquiring from said first table types,of_communication mea^methods.operabie 

at both source users' information terminals and destination users' information terminals; 

& generating a list, based on Jje acquired types of application-layer communicate 

methods. l. .fu..u ali un irr piT ri hy - tfrt a u qiHoW r m m n w . describing only application-layer 
communication -"^^ are each actually usable by both source users and 

destination users; and 

,= reporting the generated list to source users before communication begins. 

12. (currently amended) A communlcaton-me^^ method for use 

in a communications system selectively employing different application-layer c ommunication 
mea4W1 nethod.inst a lled in user information terminals on a network for users to commun.cate 
with one another ^ th„ network' s transport lay er at th# nptwnrk's application layer PY the 
different methods , the method comprising: 

u . cr r cbtiorn || y for each user^ storing tvnss of the application-laye r communication 
ffl eafis^!leJho^ope^able^Jy_users■ information terminals; 

& receiving a destination-user designation from a source user requesting 

communication; 

^ hTVT -H ™ e tnrM t ypes of aPr >| i c ?«r,n.| fl ver communication method s, 

■uifuu.ylionctgrnrl in (^.generating a first list describing only appiicatipn-layer communication 
^ m ^th.H. ihit are each o P erable^jn.both the destination user's information term.nal 

and the source usefs information terminal; 

<0 generating a second list describing nno o r rpor* application-layer communication 

ff^s^ethoipresent at either the destination or source user's information terminal and not at 
the other, and downloadable to the terminal not having the communication ffle**Hmfei 
present and executable on said terminal; and 

W reporting a third list composite of the first list and the second list to the source 

user before communication begins. 

13. (currently amended) The comniuniM^^^ method set 
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forth in claim 12, wherein said second list **#*j2!£BBea*fl description ofa communication 
ffiea ^methpd.not present on either the destination nor thesource user's information terminal, 
and downloadable to both terminals and executable on both terminals. 

14. (currently amended) The communicatlon-mea«^nethoinotif.cation method set 

forth in claim 12, wherein: 

download conditions for downloading communication means -methods to users- 
information terminals and execution conditions for executing communication ff ^methods.on 
users' information terminals are stored in advance for each downloadable communicate 
meaa s method ; and 

the second list is generated based on terminal information and download conditions and 
execution conditions for users' information terminals. 

1 5. (currently amended) The communication-fflea^metho^notification method set 

forth in claim 12, wherein: 

selection of any of the communication mea^methpds.on the third list is received from 
the source user and the selected communication mea^rnethod_is reported to the destination 

user's information terminal; and 

if the destination usefs information terminal does not have the selected communication, 
means, the destination user's information terminal acquires the selected communication me** 
method b v downloading. 

16. (currently amended) A computer-readable recording medium whereon is recorded 
a program for executing the communication-«^rneth^notrfication method set forth in the 
foregoing claim 12. 

17 (currently amended) A communlcation-ff^af^mMlSd.riotification system for use 
in a communications system selectively employing different application-layer c ommunication 
means-inethods.installed in user information terminals on a network for users to commun.cate 

with one mnthrr n!" - - tever a t t hf » nPtWOrk ' S ^ ^ ^ 

different methods , the system comprising: 

a first table for each user usor rolat i onn l ly -storing lypfts of the application-layer 
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communication ff^afl&i]isfliods.operable-ifh^LUsers' information terminals; 

a designation ff^afls-fe^JnU receiving destination-user designations from source users 

requesting communication; 

a first generating mean^yniigenerating a list, based on the types of application-layer 
mmm. .nation methods i ^femretiefrstored in said first table, describing only application-layer 
communication — ^thnris that are each o perable on both destination users' information 
terminals and source users' information terminals; 

a second generating mea*s4eHJr* generating a second list describing one or more , 
^nn^faon-laver c ommunication mea^metho^resent at either a destination or a source 
user's information terminal and not at the other, and downloadable to the terminal not havmg the 
communication ^rare -method present and executable on said terminal; and 

a notification ffleafls^unjlreporting a third list composite of the first list and the second 
list to the source user before communication begins. 

1 8. (currently amended) A communication ffieaffrmethod.su pply device for use in the 
communication^ea^mjlbfid.notification system set forth inclajn 17. including: 

a creation moanc for unftcreating a downloadable-executable list of commun.cation 
fneaf^meihods^downloadable to information terminals and executable on the information 
terminals for destination users and source users respectively, and 

a supply me^s4si-unitsupplvihg communication fflea«s-mettiods.included in the 
downloadable-executable list to user information terminals. 

19. (currently amended) A communication-mea^meth2d_notification method for use 
in a communications system selectively employing different application-layer c ommunication 
mtt ^ethods installed in ^information terminals on a network for users to communicate 

with one mnftr - — — lavBr at the network ' s *™^ ]nn laver bY the 
different methods , the m^thnri comprising: 

(j) urnr rnhtinmHy types of the application-layer 

communication mea.^eihods.operabie on users' single or plural information terminals and 
terminal identification Information for identifying users' information terminals; 

receiving a destination-user designation from a source user requesting 

communication; 
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-based on the stored tvnes of application-layer c ommunication methods. 



formation otorod in (a), generating a list describing only application-layer communication 
^^ru ^Athftris that are each o pera ble-a^byboth the destination user's information terminal 
and the source user's information terminal; and 

(d) wherein when a plurality of the same communication means-rnetiTodJs included 
in said list adding to said list further Information for distinguishing the information terminals, and 
reporting said list to the source user before communication begins. 

20. (currently amended) The communication-ffiea^meSipd.notification method set 

forth In claim 19, wherein: 

a user-set messages with respect to communication meafH^mettiodpn information 
terminals are stored together with the communication ffleaRS-rMbodarid information terminals; 
and 

a destination-user-set message is further included in the list reported to the source user. 

21 . (currently amended) The c»mmuni(»tion-mea^methooLnotification method set 

forth in claim 19, wherein: 

the communication meafts-mejh^operable at the same user's single information 

terminal or plurality of information terminals are grouped by predetermined criteria; 

said list is generated based on the grouped communication-meaftsjrjethods; and 
the communication wea^methods_described in said list are grouped by the 

predetermined criteria, and reported to the source user before communication begins. 

22. (currently amended) The communication-pfiea^method_notification method set 
forth in claim 2 1 , wherein by-group priority rankings are established for the communication 
fHeafrejrjethods. and said list is created based on the priority rankings. 

23. (currently amended) The ajmmunication-weafis-rnethod_notification method set 
forth In claim 22, wherein said priority rankings are established based on sequence made by 
usability within the groups. 

24. (currently amended) The communicationH^eafls^iieth^notification method set 
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forth in cjalm 2 2, wherein: 

a recommended communication mea*s-fflethoiis established for each source user in 

each communication m o ans method g roup; and 

said list is generated by modifying the communication f«ea^rneihog_priority rankings for 

each source. 

25. (currently amended) The communiMtion-mewTiethoalnotification method set 
forth in daim 21 . wherein selection of any group based on said list is received from the source 
user, and an attempt is made to communicate with the destination user's communication weans 
method i ncluded in the selected group. 

26. (currently amended) The communication^eaR & ^neihod.notiflcation method set 

forth in claim 2 1 . wherein: 

selection of any group based on said list is received from the source user, 

inquiry is made to the destination user's communication fneafls-method_included in the 

selected group as to whether it is receiving or not; and 

communication begins with the communication bwmb - method f irst to respond in the 

destination user's information terminal. 

27. (currently amended) A computer-readable recording medium whereon is recorded 
a program for executing the wmmunicationH^ea^^lSth^notiflcaWon methods set forth in a*y 

28 (currently amended) A communication^«€«« S ^r ! empd.notificatlon system for use 
in a communications system selectively employing rirff^ pt , application-layer communication 
fneaflSHTieJtll^installed in ^information terminals on a network for users to commumcate 
with one nnnthrr ^ flr lav * r at th ° nfitw0 *' 5 ^"o^o" hv» by the 

HKfamnt methods , the system comprising: 

for each user, a first table fu r user rohti o n i lly -storing types of the application-layer , 
communication «*M*H&k3*L**«M* on users' single or plural information terminals and 
terminal identification information for identifying users' information terminals; 

designation « MM »fe^receivtrig a destination-user designation from a source user 
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requesting communication; 

generating meafl^unitgenerating a list based on tefeffflati^thp t ypes of application- 
^ r r .nmm.mi^tion methods s tored in said first table, describing only application-layer 
communication — ^h. th a t are each OP erable^-by.both the destination user's 
information terminal and the source user's information terminal: and 

notification maafls4eHU2Lad°ing to said list, wherein a plurality of the same 
communication mea^mejhodjs included in said list, further information for distinguishing the 
information terminals, and for reporting said list to the source user before communication beg.ns. 

29. (new) A method according to claim 1 , wherein the application-layer 
communication methods comprise at least two or more of the group comprising email, chat, and 
instant messaging. 

30 (new) A method of allowing a user to choose an application-layer communication 
method for use in a communications system selectively employing different application-layer 
communication methods installed in user information terminals on a network for users to 
communicate with one another, the method comprising: 

automatically determining a set of available application-layer communication methods 
comprising application-layer communication methods; and 

when the first user uses their terminal to initiate communication with the second user, 
displaying on the first user's terminal a list of indicia of the available application-layer 
communication methods, and allowing the first user to select only a displayed application-layer 
communication method that is available at the first user's terminal and that is available at the 
second user's terminal. 
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